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ANNOUNCEMENT 
The  Seed  Reporter  is  printed  at,  and  mailed  from,  Chicago.  The 
regular  monthly  issue  is  mailed  usually  on  the  first  Saturday  after  the 
fourth  of  the  month.  Persons  or  concerns  wishing  to  receive  it  regularly 
as  issued  should  send  name  and  address  to  the  Seed  Reporting  Service, 
Bureau  of  Markets,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
A  copy  of  the  current  issue  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  field 
office  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  59  Board  of  Trade  Building, 
Chicago,  111,,  to  anyone  after,  but  not  before,  nine  o'clock  of  the  morn- 
ing of  the  first   business  day   following  date  of  mailing. 

GEORGE   LIVINGSTON,   Acting   Chief,   Bureau  of  Markets. 

W.  A.  WHEELER,  In  Charge,  Seed  Reporting  Service. 


REDTOP  SEED   CROP— 1919. 

An  extensive  inquiry  was  made  in  the  redtop  seed  pro- 
ducing section  of  Illinois  and  from  reports  received  about 
July  25  it  appears  that  the  production  this  year  will  be 
about  5  per  cent  less  than  that  of  last  year,  because  of  a 
slightly  reduced  acreage.  In  general,  the  acreage  in  Wayne, 
Richland,,  and  Clay  counties  this  year  is  about  10  or  12  per 
cent  less  than  that  of  last  year,  but  the  decrease  in  acreage 
•in  these  three  important  redtop  seed-producing  counties  is 
offset  in  part  by  the  larger  acreage  than  last  year  in  Marion, 
Hamilton,  Jasper,  and  a  few  other  less  important  counties. 

Last  year's  production  in  the  redtop  seed  area  of  Illinois, 
computed  from  figures  received  in  seed  surveys,  is  estimated 
to  have  been  160  to  175  carloads  of  recleaned  seed.  From 
incomplete  figures  obtained  in  the  last  general  seed  survey 
it  is  believed  that  approximately  25  carloads  of  seed  were 
carried  over  by  the  cleaners  and  from  reports  received  from 
correspondents  it  is  estimated  that  there  remain  in  growers' 
hands  of  the  1918  crop  about  5  or  10  carloads.  The  carry- 
over of  redtop  seed  in  the  United  States  on  June  30  of  this 
year  and  last  year,  according  to  incomplete  figures  from 
concerns  reporting  to  date  in  the  general  seed  survev  of 
June  30,  1919,  was  9,453,091  pounds  this  year  and  10,573,066 
pounds  last  year.  Despite  the  fact  that  redtop  seed  was 
one  of  the  cheapest  kinds  of  field  seed  on  the  market  the 
past  spring,  seedsmen  did  not  have  so  ready  a  sale  for  it  as 
they  did  for  other  field  seeds. 

The  yield  per  acre  this  year  will  be  the  same  as  or 
slightly  less  than  that  of  last  year.  The  yield  per  acre  is 
reported  to  be  less  than  that  of  1918  in  Wayne,  Richland, 
Jasper,  Effingham,  Edwards,  and  Jefferson  counties,  but  is 
reported  to  be  more  than  that  of  1918  in  Clay,  Marion,  Ham- 
ilton, Franklin,  and  White  counties.  It  seemed  to  many  of 
the  correspondents  that  the  weather  during  the  growing 
season  was  almost  ideal  -but  the  heavy  rains  at  blooming 
time  were  thought  to  have  been  responsible  for  the  failure 
"of  some  of  the  redtop  heads  to  fill  properly.  A  yield  of  7 
or  8  bushels  of  threshed  seed  or  about  3]/2  to  4l/2  bushels 
of  recleaned  or  "silver"  seed  is  expected.  This  is  only 
about  -5  per  cent  less  than  a  normal  yield  per  acre,  accord- 
ing to  the  data  at  hand.  The  quality  probably  will  be  as 
good  as,  if  not  better  than,  that  of  last  year.  The  color  is 
reported  good  and  the  seed  of  about  the  same  plumpness 
as  that  of  last  year. 

Harvesting  had  just  commenced  the  week  beginning  July 
21  and  only  one  or  two  correspondents  reported  any  seed 
as  having  been  threshed  as  early  as  July  28.  In  most  of 
the  redtop  seed  counties  in  Illinois,  threshing  of  this  seed 
will  not  be  under  way  until  the  middle  or  latter  part  of 
August.  ;". 

Many  of  those  who  reported  in  the  inquiry  believe  that 
the' first  purchases  of  redtop  seed  will  be  made  at  11  or  12 
cents  per  pound  for  recleaned  seed..  Offers  of  10  cents  in 
localities  where  much  timothy- is  commonly  found  mixed 
with  redtop,  and  of  .11  to  12  cents  in:  other  localities  have 
already  been  made,  but  it  is  hot  thought  that  many  of  the, 
growers  have  sold  any  of  their  crops  for  later  delivery. 


ONION  SETS. 
Chicago.  Prospects  for  a  normal  onion  set  crop  in  the 
Chicago  district  have  been  materially  reduced  by  the  un- 
favorable growing  conditions  prevailing  in  July.  The  top 
growth  dried  up  before  the  bulbs  matured,  thus  reducing 
the  size  of  the  sets  and  consequently  the  yield.  The  shrink- 
age will  increase  in  proportion.  The  normal  July  rainfall 
in  the  Chicago  district  is  3.64  inches,  while  this  year  only 
1.59  inches  were  received.  A  good  rain  on  July  31  probably 
benefited  5  to  10  per  cent  of  the  late  sets.  This  rain  softened 
the  soil  crust  and  the  sets  can  now  be  pulled  more  easily. 
July  was  one  of  the  hottest  on  record,  the  average  tempera- 
ture being  77  degrees  as  compared  with  a  mean  average  of 
72.4. 

Harvesting  of  the  sets  will  be  in  full  swing  the  first  week 
in  August,  and  should  be  completed1  August  15.  The  early 
varieties,  such  as  White  Pearl,  were  harvested  during  the 
latter  part  of  July.  The  acreage  to  be  harvested  this  year 
is  considered  to  be  normal  and  about  equal  to  last  year. 
Ten  per  cent  of  the  acreage  in  the  district  was  abandoned 
on  account  of  adverse  conditions. 

The  estimated  yield  will  be  about  50  per  cent  of  normal 
and  70  per  cent  of  last  year.  The  average  yield  will  approxi- 
mate 21/%,  to  3  bushels  per  pound  of  seed  sown.  The  yield 
in  the  newer  districts  will  probably  average  4  bushels  as 
compared  to  \l/2  to  2y2  bushels  per  pound  of  seed  sown 
in  the  older  districts.  The  crops  in  the  older  districts  were 
damaged  considerably  by  maggots,  smut,  lice,  and  drouth. 

Independent  growers  are  being  offered  the  following- 
prices  for  sets,  but  no  trades  are  reported  at  this  time:  $1.75 
per  bushel  for  yellow,  $1.75  for  red,  and  $2.25  for  white  sets. 
Louisville,  Ky.  Reports  from  large  contract  dealers  indi- 
cate that  about  88  per  cent  of  a  normal  or  the  1918  acreage 
will  be  harvested  this  year.  The  contract  acreage  placed 
was  equal  to  that  of  last  year.  Reports  indicate  that  2]/2 
per  cent  of  the  1919  acreage  was  abandoned  because  of 
drouth.  The  yields  are  running  about  6  bushels  per  pound 
of  seed  sown.  The  following  average  prices  are  being  of- 
fered to  the  independent  growers  and  it  is  reported  that  a 
few  are  selling  at  these  prices:  $1.46  per  bushel  for  yellow, 
$1.60  for  red,  and  $1.70  for  white  sets. 

Other  Districts.  The  section  about  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  is 
reported  to  have  an  average  yield  of  3  bushels  per  pound  of 
seed  sown.  No  acreage,  according  to  reports  received,  was 
abandoned,  but  the  yield  was  materially  reduced  becaxise  of 
the  dry,  hot  weather  in  June.  The  average  prices  that  arc 
being  offered  the  independent  growers  at  this  time  are: 
$1.90  per  bushel  for  yellow,  and  $2.20  for  white  sets.  Grow- 
ers are  fairly  well  satisfied  with  these  prices.  Reports  would 
indicate  that  conditions  in  the  Wisconsin  producing  dis- 
tricts were  similar  to  those  existing  in  the  Chicago  dis- 
tricts. Oregon  contract  growers  report  that  the  crop  is  85 
per  cent  of  normal  and  40  per  cent  better  than  last  year. 
While  it  has  been  dry  in  July,  conditions  earlier  in  the 
season  were  favorable,  and  gave  the  sets  a  good  start. 


COMPLETE  REPORT  OF  GENERAL  SEED  SURVEY 
TO  BE  MADE  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

It  is  contemplated  that  the  tabulation  of  the  reports  of 
the  general  seed  survey  of  June  30,  1919,  will  be  complete 
for  publication  in  the  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  for  Sep- 
tember. These  will  include  a  complete  report  of  field  seed 
stocks,  receipts,  and  exports  of  the  United  States  by  crops 
and  geographical  divisions  and  a  report  of  the  total  vege- 
table seed  stocks,  receipts,  and  exports  by  crops  for  the. 
United  States. 
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TIMOTHY  SEED  OUTLOOK. 

Reports  received  from  approximately  700  shippers,  grow- 
ers, and  regular  correspondents  indicate  that  the  produc- 
tion of  timothy  seed  this  year  will  be  somewhat  larger  than 
that  of  last  year,  because  of  the  excellent  yields  that  are 
expected  in  a  number  of  States.  Last  year's  commercial 
production,  however,  was  considerably  below  normal,  being 
about  80  per  cent  of  the  1917  production  and  about  45  per 
cent  of  the  large  1916  production,  judging  from  shippers' 
reports  received  in  an  inquiry  made  by  the  Seed  Reporting 
Service   on   December   14,    1918. 

In  the  recent  inquiry,  which  was  addressed  to  correspond- 
•  ents  in  practically  all  the  important  surplus  timothy  seed- 
producing  counties,  very  few  reported  any  timothy  seed  as 
being  threshed  about  July  25.  This  made  it  difficult  for 
the  correspondents  to  give  a  close  estimate  of  the  probable 
yield  per  acre  in  their  county  and  to  make  an  accurate  com- 
parison with  the  yield  per  acre  last  year.  The  harvesting 
of  the  seed  crop  has  not  begun  in  Minnesota,  South  Dakota, 
North  Dakota,  and  Wisconsin  the  week  of  July  21,  but  was 
expected  to  begin  about  the  middle  of  August,  though  in  a 
few  localities  in  these  States  some  harvesting  will  be  done 
the  first  week  of  August.  In  some  parts  of  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana the  harvesting  of  the  crop  was  taking  place  about  July 
21st  to  25th.  In  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Missouri  the  harvesting 
of  the  crop  will  be  general  the  last  of  July  and  the  first  part 
of  August.  A  few  correspondents  reported -that  threshing 
operations  in  these  States  had  just  begun  the  week  of 
July  21. 

Many  seemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  much  of  the  acre- 
age originally  intended  for  hay  purposes  might  be  cut  for 
seed  because  of  the  high  price  of  farm  labor  and  because 
growers  were  able  to  obtain  their  tonnage  of  hay  on  a 
smaller  acreage  than  usual  due  to  the  excellent  growth  that 
meadows  had  made  during  the  spring.  On  the  other  hand, 
prices  for  hay  have  been  so  attractive  that  many  growers, 
no  doubt,  have  been  influenced  to  harvest  their  timothy  crop 
for  hay  rather  than  for  seed. 

The  acreage  that  has  been  or  will  be  cut  for  seed  this 
year  is  less  than  normal  but  differs  very  little  from  that 
cut  for  seed  last  year.  In  the  heaviest  seed-producing  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  namely  in  southern  Iowa,  the  acreage 
is  estimated  to  be  15  to  20  per  cent  below  normal,  but  about 
the  same  as  that  of  last  year.  A  normal  acreage  for  seed 
in  northern  Iowa  and  northeastern  Missouri  offsets  in  part 
the  decrease  in  southern  Iowa,  northwestern  Missouri,  and 
southern  Minnesota.  Judging  from  the  figures  received  it 
would  appear  that  the  1918  acreage  in  some  of  the  timothy 
seed-producing  States  was  about  normal  but  decidedly  be- 
low normal  in  Iowa  and  Missouri.  Apparently  last  year 
many  localities  in  a  number  of  States  harvested  a  larger 
percentage  of  their  timothy  acreage  for  seed  than  normally 
and  it  probably  wras  due  to  this  fact,  together  with  a  good 
yield  per  acre,  that  the  production  of  timothy  seed  was 
greater  than  was  expected  prior  to  harvest  time.  Whether 
a  similar  condition  will  arise  this  year,  it  is  impossible  to 
state  at  this   time. 

'  The  yield  per  acre  in  most  of  the  States  where  timothy 
is  commonly  harvested  for  seed  will  be  good,  and  not  much 
below  normal.  In  portions  of  Idaho,  North  Dakota,  Mon- 
tana, and  in  a  comparatively  few  small  scattered  locali- 
ties in  other  States  where  the  drouth  was  severe,  the  yield 
will  be  considerably  below  normal,  if  not  a  complete  fail- 
ure. These  States  and  localities  are  unimportant  from  a 
timothy  seed  production  standpoint  and  are  almost  entirely 
discounted  by  other  States  where  weather  conditions  have 
been  favorable  for  the  timothy  seed  crop  and  where  a  con- 
siderably better  yield  per  acre  than  last  year  is  expected 
this  year. 

The  figures  for  the  estimated  percentage  of  1918-crop  seed 
in  growers'  and  shippers'  hands  were  so  variable  and  are 
so  difficult  for  correspondents  to  arrive  at  that  they  are 
omitted  from  the  accompanying  table.  It  is  evident  from 
the  figures  obtained,  however,  that  the  stocks  of  old  seed 
held  by  growers  and  country  shippers  are  small.  Doubtless 
the  high  prices  paid  for  timothy  seed  (though  not  high  in 
comparison  with  prices  of  some  other  kinds  of  seed)  induced 
many  growers  and  shippers  to  dispose  of  their  old  seed.  In 
Iowa  only  about  1  per  cent  of  the  1918  crop  was  thought 
to  be  in  growers'  hands  and  about  the  same  percentage  or 
less  in  shippers'  hands. 

Nominal  offers  have  been  made  varying  from  about  $8 
to  $11.50  per  100  pounds  for  country-run  seed  and  $8.25  to 
$12  for  clean  seed.  These  offers  average  from  $2  to  $4 
more  than  similar  offers  made  last  year.  In  portions  of 
Iowa  and  Missouri  a  small  .  percentage  of  the  crop  has 
been  contracted  at  prices  ranging  from  $10  to  $12  per  100 
pounds,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 


the  growers  to  wait  until  after  their  seed  is  threshed  before 
selling  it. 

_  While  the  carry-over  of  timothy  seed  this  year  is  con- 
siderably less  than  that  of  a  year  ago  and  also  of  two  years 
ago,  seedsmen  are  not  inclined  to  raise  their  bids  materially 
at  the  present  time  because  the  foreign  demand  has  not 
absorbed  stocks  of  this  seed  to  the  extent  that  was  expected 
by  many  of  them.  Incomplete  figures  obtained  from  the 
general  seed  survey  of  June  30,  1919,  show  a  carry-over  of 
nearly  20,000,000  pounds  less  on  June  30,  1919,  than  on  June 
30,  1918.  During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1919,  ap- 
proximately 3,000,000  pounds  more  timothy  seed  was  ex- 
ported than  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1918, 
according  to  figures  obtained  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
The  exports  for  these  two  fiscal  years  amounted  to  11673- 
221  pounds  in  1919  and  8,520,373  pounds  in  1918. 


ESTIMATED 


ACREAGE,     YIELD,    AND 
SEED. 


PRICES    OF    TIMOTHY 


STATE    OR 
SECTION. 

1919    acreage    cut    or 
to  be  cut  for  seed   as 
compared     with     nor- 
mal   acreage    harvest- 
ed  for   seed. 

1919  acreage  cut  or  to 
be    cut    for    seed     as 
compared      with      the 
acreage   harvested   for 
seed    in    1918. 

1919  yield  of  seed  per 
acre     compared     with 
normal  yield. 

1919  yield  of  seed  per 
acre     compared     with 
1918   yield. 

Average       yield       per 
acre     this     season 
(1919). 

Prices     offered     about 
July      23,      1919,      by 
shippers  or  dealers  to 
growers    for    country- 
run   seed   per   100   lbs. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Lbs. 

Dollars. 

SW.    Iowa    .... 

NW.   Iowa 

NW.   Missouri.  . 
NE.  Missouri.  .. 

S.   Minnesota. .  . 
C.  Minnesota.  . . 
N.   Minnesota.  .. 
NE.  So.  Dak... 
SE.   So.   Dak... 
North   Dakota.. 

N.   Illinois    .... 

S.   Illinois   

N.   Ohio   

S.   Ohio   

Michigan     

Wisconsin    

80 
85 

10O 
98 
77 

100 

92 
94 
103 
80 
85 
80 

95 
78 
85 
80 
82 
70 
102 
100 
50 

104 
94' 
103 
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102 
104 

99 
105 
110 
80 
87 
86 

100 
84 
92 
75 
85 
80 
90 

105 
45 

93 

96 

97 
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110 
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95 
100 
110 
100 
100 

90 

105 
91 
91 
90 
90 
98 
98 

100 
50 

110 
94 
98 
109 
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118 

96 
110 
120 
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105 
102 

103 
95 
94 
90 
93 
96 
90 

105 
77 

202 
190 
220 
256 
220 
202 

225 

240 
195 
190 
200 
190 

260 

180 
125 
160 
270 
200 

360 

125 

10.70 

10.60 

9.50 

9.00 

9.75 

11.10 

8.90 

9.20 

9.00 

8.50. 

8.60 

8.15 

8.70 
9.45 
9.35 
9.85 

10.00 
9.75 

10.00 
8.75 

BUR   CLOVER  SEED. 

California.  For  _  many  years  the  production  and  consumption  of 
toothed  or  California  bur  clover  were  about  equal,  but  since  the  beginning 
of  the  European  war  the  supply  has  greatly  diminished,  and  last  year 
very  little  was  offered  on  the  local  market.  Present  indications  are  that 
the  same  conditions  will  prevail  this  season.  None  has  been  offered 
for  sale  up   to  this  time  and  no  prices  are  being  quoted. 

All  of  the  seed  obtained  is  recleaned  from  the  grain  crops  in  Cali- 
fornia, principally  from  barley,  but  small  quantities  from  wheat  and 
oats.  Apparently  bur  clover  has  never  been  grown  in  California  as  a 
separate  crop  for  seed  purposes.  No  doubt  better  agricultural  methods 
and  more  efficient  recleaning  of  the  seed  grains  account  for  the  gradual 
reduction   of   the   local    seed   supply. 

Bur  clover  is  being  replaced  as  a  cover  crop  by  bitter  clover  (Melilotus 
Indica),  owing  to  the  lower  price  and  greater  supply  of  the  latter.  Hull- 
ing bur  clover  is  an  expensive  operation,  while  scarifying  Melilotus  is 
comparatively   cheap. 

Grain  threshing  and  recleaning  began  in  June  but  the  dealers  have 
been  unable  to  locate  any  bur  clover  seed  to  date.  Possibly  some  will 
be  offered  during  the  month  of  August,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  amount 
available  will  be  negligible.  The  dealers  report  practically  no  carry- 
over from  last  year. 

Southern  States.  Seed  of  Southern  or  Spotted  bur  clover  is  harvested 
in  relatively  small  quantities  in  scattered  areas  throughout  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas.  It  has  a 
limited  local  commercial  value,  the  greater  percentage  of  it  being  sold 
in  the  bur  by  the  growers  direct  to  other  farmers.  Accurate  data  relative 
to  the  total  quantity  that  enters  commercial  channels  have  been  rather 
difficult  to  obtain.  Stocks  in  dealers  hands  on  June  30,  1919,  as  shown 
by  returns  from  the  general  seed  survey  are  only  about  one-fourth  of 
those  of  June  30,  1918.  Receipts  for  the  12  month  periods  ending  June 
30,  1918,  and  June  30,   1919,  are  in   about  the  same  ratio. 

The  total  quantity  harvested  this  season,  however,  is  reported  to  be 
about  23  per  cent  less  than  that  harvested  in  1918,  because  of  continuous 
rains  during  the  harvesting  period  and  the  high  price  and  scarcity  of 
labor.  There  are  no  machines  in  this  section  for  harvesting  this  seed 
and  much  hand  labor  is  required  in  the  method  in  use.  The  seed  (in 
bur)  is  swept  or  raked  from  the  ground  into  piles  and  screened  one  or 
more  times  to  remove  the  large  sticks  and  trash  and  sand  and  gravel. 

The  demand  this  season  apparently  'is  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
but  less  than  the  average  for  the  past  five  years.  This  decreased  demand 
also  has  had  an  influence  on  the  quantity  harvested  during  recent  years. 
Some  growers  report  that  they  carried  over  seed  from  1918  and  made  no 
effort  to  harvest  any  this   season. 

There  has  been  little  fluctuation  in  the  selling  price  of  bur  clover  seed, 
-but  there  is  always  a  very  wide  range  in  the  prices  because  of  the  "pres- 
ence of  varying  proportions  of  sand  or  gravel.  The  price  reported  being 
•paid  to  growers  this  season  for  screened  seed  in  bur  ranges  from  $10.00 
to  $12.50  per  100  pounds,  which  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  last  year. 
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VEGETABLE  SEED  CROP  CONDITIONS. 

In  the  earlier  growing  districts  and  with  the  early  maturing  vege- 
table seed  crops,  harvesting  and  threshing-  is  now  under  way  under 
good  climatic  conditions.  With  most  of  the  crops  there  is  a  marked 
degree  of  irregularity  and  especially  is  this  true  of  many  fields  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Because  of  existing  climatic  conditions,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate 
yields  until  the  crop  is  near  maturity.  Such  information  as  it  was 
possible  to  obtain  at  this  time  is  given  in  detail  below.  The  crop 
conditions,  as  given,  are  based  upon  late  reports  received  from  contract 
growers  in  the  various  producing  sections.  In  general  these  conditions 
have  either  remained  the  same  as  on  July  1  or  become  poorer.  The 
condition  of  the  seed  garden  pea  crop  is  covered  in  a  special  report  in 
this    issue. 

Beet. — In  California  the  garden  beet  seed  crop  is  practically  all  har- 
vested and  is  now  being  recleaned.  The  first  few  lots  to  be  cleaned 
show  a  shrinkage  greater  than  previously  estimated  as  a  result  of  small, 
light  seed.  The  cold  weather  during  the  winter  and  spring  prevented  the 
plants  from  branching  sufficiently  to  make  a  satisfactory  seed  crop.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  crop  averaged  from  600  to  700  pounds  per  acre. 
The  mangel  beet  seed  crop  withstood  the  climatic  conditions  much  better 
than  the  garden  beet  crops.  The  fields  are  uniformly  good.  An  average 
yield  of  900  to  1,000  pounds  per  acre  is  anticipated.  The  sugar  beet 
seed   crop  has  matured  in  good  condition  and  a  normal  crop   is  expected. 

Washington  contract  growers  report  that  present  growing  conditions 
compare  quite  favorably  with  last  year,  but  are  from  60  to  75  per  cent 
of  normal.  While  no  definite  estimates  of  yield  were  submitted,  it  is 
thought  that  the  average  yield  will  be  'fair.  This  situation  applies  to 
the   mangel   beet  seed   crop  as   well. 

Connecticut  contract  growers  state  that  the  garden  beet  seed  crops 
made  satisfactory  progress  during  July,  but  that  recent  severe  storms 
have  injured  them  perhaps  10  to  IS  per  cent.  The  present  growing 
condition  is  reported  as  being  100  per  cent  of  normal.  Prospects  for 
a  normal   yield  are  encouraging   as   the  plants   are   seeding  nicely. 

Cabbage. — The  Washington  cabbage  seed  crops  made  satisfactory 
progress  during  the  month  of  July.  The  present  growing  condition  _  is 
120  to  125  per  cent  of  last  year.  The  harvesting  of  earlier  varieties 
began  about  the  first  of  August.  On  account  of  the  exceptionally  heavy 
plants  and  large  seed  pods,  more  time  than  usual  will  be  required  to 
cure  the  seed.  In  most  instances  the  seed  is  large  and  plump,  and  good 
yields  are  assured.  An  average  yield  of  700  to  800  pounds  per  acre  is 
anticipated  by  some  growers.  A  few  varieties  are  expected  to  run  from 
10  to  25  per  cent  above  normal,  a  few  will  be  short,  but  most  varieties 
will   be  normal. 

Growing  conditions  in  New  York  are  reported  to  be  good  as  com- 
pared to  a  normal  year,  and  decidedly  better  than  last  year.  The  crop 
is    practically   assured   and    prospects    for   good    yields    are    encouraging. 

Carrot. — The  carrot  seed  crop  in  California  is  about  ready  to  be 
harvested,  although  the  growth  of  tire  plants  was  retarded  until  early 
in  May.  The  growth  of  the  plants  in  many  sections  is  uneven  and  for 
this  reason  estimates  of  yield  vary  from  500  to  900  pounds  per  acre, 
700  pounds  being  considered  a  fair  estimate.  The  quality  of  the  seed 
promises   to   be   good. 

Lettuce. — The  lettuce  seed  crop  in  California  is  reported  to  be  fair. 
Where  fields  have  been  irrigated  or  the  seed  sown  on  low,  moist  land 
it  is  looking  very  well  but  on  dry  land  the  crop  is  poorer.  The  growers 
indicate   that  400   pounds   per  acre   is   a   fair   estimate   of   yield. 

Mustard. — Mustard  in  the  Delta  and  Santa  Clara  districts  of  Cali- 
fornia is  promising  a  better  crop  than  last  year,  but  still  is  not  up  to 
normal.  The  average  yield  per  acre  in  these  two  districts  is  estimated 
at  700   pounds. 

Onion. — The  onion  seed  crop  in  California  is  now  being  harvested  and 
the  quality  of  the  seed  is  considered  good.  In  some  sections  on  the 
Sacramento  river  the  crop  was  damaged  by  burn  40  to  60  per  cent. 
Other  sections  were  damaged  very  lightly.  In  the  Santa  Clara  district 
many  fields  were  more  or  less  injured  by  mildew  earlier  in  the  season. 
The  present  general  average  condition  for  the  State  is  50  to  75  per  cent 
better  than  last  year,  and  better  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  four 
years.  The  acreage,  as  shown  by  the  vegetable  seed  acreage  survey 
of  June  30,  is  about  600  acres  less  than  last  year.  There  will,  un- 
doubtedly, be  some  light  seed  which  will  run  off  in  the  sinking  process. 
Because  of  the  great  variation  in  the  condition  of  many  fields  in  the 
same  vicinity,  there  is  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  concerning  the  out- 
come of  the  crop.  It  is  estimated  that  the  yield  will  be  from  350  to 
375   pounds  per  acre. 

Ohio  onion  seed  growers  report  that  the  present  growing  condition 
is  95  per  cent  of  last  year  and  85  per  cent  of  normal.  Hot  weather 
and  severe  local  storms  in  certain  sections  have  threatened  injury  to  the 
crop.  Under  existing  conditions,  the  growers  estimate  a  yield  of  about 
250   pounds   per   acre. 

Recent  severe  storms  in  i  some  growing  sections  of  Connecticut  are 
reported  to  have  caused  slight  injury  to  the  onion  seed  crops.  The 
present  growing  condition  is  favorable  _as  compared  to  former  years. 
The  crop  made  satisfactory  progress  during  July,  and  the  outlook  is 
promising. 

S'ome  of  the  onion  seed  crops  in  Indiana  were  damaged  in  July  by 
storms  and  insects.  In  consequence,  the  crop  promises  to  be  about  one- 
half  of  normal.  In  Oregon  the  crop  condition  is  normal  and  50  per 
cent   better   than   last   year. 

Parsley. — The  general  condition  of  the  parsley  seed  crops  in  Cali- 
fornia is  fair.  Many  plants  were  killed  by  the  cold  weather  early  in 
the.  season.  The  remaining  plants  did  not  produce  seed  stocks  as 
desired,  but   the  yield   per  acre  is  estimated  from   500   to   60O  pounds. 

Parsnip. — The  California  parsnip  seed  is  of  very  good  quality  this 
year.     The  yield  is  estimated  at  700  pounds  per  acre. 

Radish. — The  California  radish  seed  crop  is  now  being  harvested. 
Some  of  the  seed  has  been  threshed  and  recleaned.  The  quality  is  re- 
ported to  be  good.  The  fields  are  somewhat  spotted  as  a  result  of 
washouts,  aphis  injury,  and  retarded  growth  in  the  spring.  The  esti- 
mated yields  vary  from  350  to  450  pounds  per  acre.  Possibly  40O 
pounds   would   be  a   fair   estimate   of  the  average   yield. 

The  outlook  for  radish  seed  production,  as  reported  by  Michigan  grow- 
ers, is  not  nearly  as  favorable  as  earlier  reports  indicated.  Continuous 
growth  in  June  and  July  accompanied  by  some  grasshopper  injury  in 
some  sections,  made  the  stands,  which  were  good  earlier,  uneven.  Some 
of  the  early  sown  crops  are  more  promising.  .The  present  growing  con- 
dition is  reported  to  be  50  to  60  per  cent  of  last  year  and  40  to  50 
per  cent  of  normal.  The  growers  at  this  time  estimate  a  yield  of 
about    150  pounds  per  acre. 

The  Washington  radish  seed  crops  are  reported  to  be  doing  well 
under   present   conditions,    and    good   yields   are   anticipated. 

Rutabaga. — Exceptionally  dry  weather  in  July  did  material  damage  to 
the  rutabaga  seed  crops  in  Washington.  In  consequence,  the  outcome 
has  been  disappointing  in  comparison  to  earlier  estimates.  The  larger 
growers  of  this  crop  estimate  about   a   30   to  40  per  cent  normal   crop. 


Connecticut  contract  growers  state  that  the  rutabaga  seed  crop  will 
be  about  normal.  Some  of  the  crops  were  harvested  under  unfavorable 
weather  conditions,  being  out  in  the  rain,  and  this  will  cause  some 
shrinkage. 

Salsify. — The  salsify  seed  crop  in  California  is  good  this  season  and 
the  quality  of  the  seed  satisfactory.  The  yield  per  acre  is  estimated  at 
400  pounds. 

Spinach.; — Washington  contract  growers  report  that  the  growing  con- 
dition during  July  at  this  time  compares  favorably  with  a  normal  year 
and  much  better  than  last  year.  Because  of  the  greatly  decreased  acre- 
age, only  the  most  suitable  land  was  selected  this  year  for  growing  the 
seed  crops.  The  farmers  have  also  had  more  experience  in  handling 
the  crop.  No  estimates  of  yield  were  obtainable  at  this  time.  The 
acreage   is   10   per  cent  of  last   year. 

Practically  all  the  spinach  seed  crop  is  now  harvested  in  California. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  the  crop  was  only  fait  as  a  result  of  aphis  injury 
and  hot  weather  during  blooming  time  and  other  adverse  conditions. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  yields  will  average  from  300  to  400  pounds  to 
the   acre. 

The  extremely  hot  weather  in  July  was  not  favorable  for  the  spinach 
seed  crops  in  New  York.  The  present  growing  condition  is  reported  to 
be  75  per  cent  of  last  year.  The  yield  will  be  about  400  pounds  per 
acre.  Unfavorable  harvesting  conditions  "have  prevailed  in  some  of' the 
growing   sections. 

Turnip. — Crops  of  English  turnip  for  seed  have  been  cut  and  some 
threshed.  The  total  acreage  in  the  United  States  as  reported  in  the 
vegetable  seed  acreage  survey  of  June  30  is  about  38  per  cent  larger 
than  last  year.  The  yields  in  Washington  are  equal  to  expectations 
and  will  possibly  average. a  normal  yield.  One  grower  reports  an  aver- 
age yield  of  1,500  pounds  per  acre.  New  York  contract  growers  esti- 
mate the  average  yield  at  500  to  600  pounds  per  acre.  Connecticut 
contract  growers  estimate  an  average  yield  of  about  740  pounds  per 
acre.     The   crops  were  harvested   early   in  July  under  good   conditions. 


SEED  GARDEN  PEA  OUTLOOK 

The  present  outlook  for  seed  production  on  the  garden  pea  crops  is 
far  different  than  at  seeding  time.  All  of  the  more  important  growing 
sections  have  experienced  adverse  growing  conditions,  chief  of  which 
was  drouth  which  has,  for  the  most  part,  been  continuous  since  seeding 
time.  In  the  irrigated  sections  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  this  condition 
has  been  aggravated  by  a  serious  shortage  of  irrigation  water.  An  in- 
sufficient snowfall  last  winter  followed  by  an  early  spring  and  a  lack 
of  reservoirs  for_  storage  purposes  in  some  sections,  are  the  contributing 
factors   to   this   situation. 

It  appears  that  the  acreage  seeded  in  the  spring  is  about  equal  to  that 
of  last  year.  However,  as  recorded  in  the  following  statements,  an 
unusually  large  percentage  of  this  acreage  has  been  abandoned  as  a  total 
failure  on  account  of  drouth.  Estimates  on  yield  vary  and  may  yet  be 
decreased  with  a  continuation  of  adverse  conditions.  The  harvesting  of 
early  varieties  will  soon  be  in  progress.  The  total  production  will  un- 
doubtedly be  much  less  than  last  year.  It  is  believed  by  some  growers 
that  stock  seed  next  spring  of  many  of  the  fancy  varieties  will  be  very 
short. 

Reports  received  to  date  from  240  growers  and  dealers  of  seed  garden 
peas  reporting  in  the  general  seed  survey,  show  that  stocks  on  hand 
June  30,  1919,  were  a  little  larger  than  last  year  at  the  same  time.  These 
figures  total  8,957,964  pounds  as  compared  to  8,013,014  pounds  held  by 
the  same  concerns  on  June  30,  1918.  These  figures  are,  however,  incom- 
plete. 

Idaho. — Contract  growers  report  that  the  drouth,  as  reported  on  July  1, 
continued  throughout  the  month.  The  present  growing  condition  is 
reported  to  be  .25.  per  cent  of  normal  and  50  per  cent  of  last  year.  As 
a  result_  of  existing  conditions,  growers  estimate  that  not  more  than 
20  to  25  per  cent  of  a  normal  crop  can  be  expected  and  that  a  yield 
of  6  bushels  per  acre  may  be  obtained  from  the  remaining  acreage.  An 
average  of  the  reports  received  from  growers  shows  that  about  40  per 
cent  of  the  total  acreage  seeded  has  been  abandoned  as  a  total  failure. 
Because  of  the  poor  yields,  it  will  be  hard  to  get  the  short  crops  har- 
vested and   delivered  to   the  commercial   growers. 

Montana. — The  seed  garden  pea  crops  in  Montana  have  suffered  re- 
verses from  seeding  time.  The  winter  precipitation  was  much  less  than 
normal  and  this  caused  a  subsequent  shortage  of  irrigation  water.  Ex- 
cessive drouth  at  seeding  'time  and  continuing  at  this  time  has  handi- 
capped the  progress  of  the  crop.  The  present  growing  condition  is 
thought  to  be  25  per  cent  of  normal  and  50  per  cent  of  last  year.  Un- 
der existing  conditions,  growers  estimate  that  the  remaining  acreage 
may  yield  from  7  to  9  bushels  per  acre.  It  is  estimated  that  from  35  to 
40  per  cent  of  the  acreage  seeded  has  been  abandoned  as  a  total  failure 
on   account   of   the  adverse   conditions   which   have   prevailed. 

Washington. — Growers  in  western  Washington  state  that  the  prospects 
for  yields  are'  not  as  encouraging  as  they  were  at  seeding  time.  Cold 
weather  following  seeding  resulted  in  uneven  stands  because  of  poor 
germination.  Excessive  drouth  during  July  reduced  prospects  further. 
However,  the  small  acreage  in  this  growing  section  gives  better  prospects 
for  yields   than   other   Pacific  Northwest  sections. 

In  eastern  Washington  the  rain  of  June  27  did  much  good  in  alleviat- 
ing the  effects  of  the  drouth  prevailing  in  June.  However,  July  was  an 
unusually  hot  and  dry  month  and  these  conditions  have  had  their  usual 
effects  upon  the  pea  crops.  Harvesting  of  the  crops  will  begin  shortly. 
No  estimates  on  yield  have  been  received  from  this  section. ^  About  one- 
third  of  the  acreage  planted  was  reported  on  June  30  as  being  a  failure, 
indicating  that  less  than  25  per  cent  of  a  normal  crop  would  be  har- 
vested on  this  acreage. 

Wisconsin. — Growers  report  that  the  seed  pea  crops  did  not  make 
satisfactory  progress  during  the  month  of  July  because  of  the  continua- 
tion of  dry,  hot  weather  which,  would  not  permit  .maturity  of  the  peas 
before  drying  down.  The  growing  condition  at  this  time  is  reported  to 
be  25  per  cent  of  normal  and  50  per  cent  of  last  year.  It  is.  estimated 
that  the  crop  will  be  about  50  per  cent  of  normal.  Under  existing  con- 
ditions growers  anticipate  an  average  yield  of  about  8  bushels  per  acre 
on  the  remaining  acreage.  It  appears  that  35  to  40  per  cent  of  the 
acreage  seeded  has  been  abandoned  as  a  total  failure.  A  few  of  the 
earlier  varieties  have  been  harvested  and  a  heavier  than  normal  shrink- 
age is  indicated  due  to  undersized   and   immature  peas. 

Michigan. — July  growing  conditions  were  as  unfavorable_  as  reported 
on  the  first  of  the  month.  The  present  growing  condition,  is  considered 
to  be  45  per  cent  of  normal  and  50  per  cent  of  last  year._  Growers^  are 
reticent  about  estimating  the  yield  under  existing  conditions  but  it  is 
thought  that  the  yield  will  probably  not  exceed  5  to  6  bushels  per  acre. 
Reports  would  indicate  that  from  20  to  25  per  cent  of  the  acreage 
planted  has  been  abandoned  as  a  total  failure. 

California. — The  acreage  of  seed  garden  peas  in  California  is  reported 
to  be  over  5  times  that  of  last  year.  The  yield  is  reported  to  be  fair 
but  the   quality   only   ordinary. 
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REPORT    OF    VEGETABLE    SEED    ACREAGE     SURVEY. 


On  June  30,  1919,  a  vegetable  seed  acreage  and  crop  condition 
survey  was  made  by  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  to  obtain  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  acreage  planted  of  each  of  the  vegetable  seed  crops 
for  hardest  in  1919,  the  distribution  of  the  acreage  by  States  and 
counties,  and  the  approximate  average  condition  of  the  crop  on  June 
30,  as  compared  with  normal.  In  some  respects  this  survey  was  similar 
to  the  survey  of  June  30,  1918.  As  a  result  of  the  survey  made  in  1918, 
there  was  published  in  the  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  for  November  9, 
1918,  an  extensive  table,  giving,  along  with  other  information,  the  num- 
ber of  acres  of  each  of  the  vegetable  seed  crops  planted  for  each  State. 
In  addition  to  the  table  there  was  published  a  series  of  maps  showing 
the  counties  in  which  each  of  the  vegetable  seed  crops  was  grown  com- 
mercially for  seed  in   1918. 

In  the  accompanying  table  is  given  the  number  of  acres  planted  to 
each   crop   in    1918   and   1919,   and   the   reported   condition   of   the   growing 


crop  on  June  30,  1919.  Inasmuch  as  the  location  of  the  growing  areas 
this  season  is  very  similar  to  last  year  no  maps  have  been  prepared  for 
this  year.  The  table  will  show  the  comparison  of  acreage  by  States. 
The  crop  condition  of  June  30  was  requested  of  each  grower  for  the 
acreage  in  each  county  by  one  of  five  symbols :  namely ;  very  good, 
above  100  per  cent;  good,  75  to  100  per  cent;  fair,  50  to  75  per  cent; 
poor,  25  to  50  per  cent;  and  failure,  below  25  per  cent.  The  average 
condition  for  all  reports  received,  properly  weighted  according  to  acre- 
age, is  given  in  this  table  and  the  symbols,  plus  (+•)  and  minus  ( — )  are 
given  in  some  cases  to  indicate  whether  the  condition  is  above  or  below 
the  average   condition   indicated   by   the   terms. 

A  summary  of  the  total  commercial  vegetable  seed  acreage  for  each 
crop  for  each  of  the  years  1916-1919  inclusive,  and  the  average  crop 
condition  on  June  30,  1918  and  1919,  are  given  in  the  accompanying 
separate   table. 


VEGETABLE  SEED  ACREAGE  FOR  1918  AND  1919  AND  AVERAGE  CROP  CONDITION  ON  JUNE  30,  1919, 

BY  STATES  AND  CROPS 
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Poor    + 

710 

47 

129 
6 

Fair     — 

Good 

14,946 

219 

19,390 

25,403 

38,467 

13,698 

1,037 

23,143 

23,588 

27,155 

Fair 
Poor 
Poor 
Poor    + 

Poor    -f 

1,123 

1,916 

Poor 

204 

5 

Fair 

82 

26 

13 

4,989 

64 

67 

15 
11 

5,948 

Poor 

Poor 
Fair 
Good 

1,767 

169 

Fair     + 

1,889 
100 

9,967 
126 

Fair     + 
Fair    — 

1,069 

145 

824 
6 

Fair     — 

Good  — 

70,867 

48,379 

Fair 

6,297 

7,957 

Good  — 

104,555 

105,018 

Poor    + 

3,942 

1,139 

Fair     — 

Beet — Garden. 

Beet — Mangel. 

Beet — Sugar.                                   Cabbage. 

128 
15 

135 
13 

Good 
Fair 

1. 

437 

440 

Good  — 

462 

50 

246 

1,117 

82 

323 

571 
125 
196 

1,794 
618 
211 

Fair 

Good 

Poor 

Good 
Good 
Good  — 

121 

224 

Good 

Good 

514 

1,524 

Good  + 

2,672 
303 
739 

20 

4,947 

1,033 

689 

80 

Poor    + 
Fair     + 
Fair 
Good  — 

2,459 

25 

2,240 
9 

Fair     + 
Good 

Good  — 

45 

Good  — 

20 
3 

5 
4 

Poor    + 

Good  — 

2,748 

2,621 

418 

621 

Good  — 

6,014 

10,264 

Fair 

974 

1,973 

Good 

Connecticut  . 
Massachusetts 
New  York  .  . . 
Pennsylvania 
New  Jersey  .  . 
Delaware    .... 


Michigan 

Illinois    

Indiana    

Ohio    

Minnesota    — 
South  Dakota 


Nebraska    . . . 

Iowa   

Oklahoma  _  .  . 
New  Mexico 
Colorado     .  . . 


Idaho    

Washington  . 
Oregon  .... 
California  .  . . 
Other    States 


United  States 


Pumpkin. 


292 
175 


413 


63 
148 

33 
189 
177 


1,490 


20 
138 


167 


296 


62 
117 

10 
18 
26 
271 
11 


1,136 


Fair 
Fair 


+ 


Fair 


Fair 


Fair 
Fair    — 


Fair 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Fair 


+ 


Fair 


Squash — Summer. 


10 


:cn 


323 


179 
119 


916 


22 


Fai: 


409  iFair 


20 

f.6 


120 


492 
24 


Poor 
Fair 


Fair 
Good 


1,153  iFair 


Squash— Winter. 


240 


271 


165 

51 
452 

21 
667 
147 


207 
200 


458 


Fair 
Fair 


263 


149 

65 

432 

92 

1,026 

5 


2,539 


2,897 


Fair 


Fair 

Fair 
Fair 
Fair 

Good  — 
Good  — 


Fair     + 


Sweet  Corn. 


1,485 

72 

662 


1,841 
100 
298 

3,168 
267 
109 

3,122 
2,304 


20 


25 
304 
157 


13,934 


1,607 

32 

353 

19 


1,271 
135 
220 

2,944 
422 

1,948 

2,193 
2,121 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


44 
252 

86 
242 

49 


13,938 


Good  - — 

Good 

Fair     + 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair     — 
Fair     -f 


Good  — 
Good  - — 
Fair     + 
Fair 
Good  — 


Good  — 


: 

Radish. 

Carrot. 

Parsnip. 

Kale. 

8 

Poor 

8 

20 

Poor 

18 
28 

9  Good 

2 

Good 

50 

Good 

4,404 

5,444 
18 

215 

5,170 

9 

Fair     — 
Fair 

Fair 
Fair     4- 
Fair 

709 

3,345 
188 

6 

255 

8 

2 

299 

2 

Good   4- 
Good 
Fair     — 

22 
3 

32 

12 

3 

Fair    — 

4,609 
5 

3,051 

1 

Fair     4- 
Fair 

Good 

Fair     + 

8,646 

10,864 

Fair 

4.622 

3,072 

Fair 

269 

305 

Good 

71 

106  Good   - 
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VEGETABLE  SEED  ACREAGE  FOR  1918  AND  1919  AND  AVERAGE   CROP  CONDITION   ON  JUNE  30, 

— Continued. 


1919,   BY   STATES  AND   CROPS. 


STATE. 
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1918 

1919 
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Acres. 

Pi 


CLO\ 

o  c 

)  u   3 


C 
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1918 
Acres. 


1919 
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u 

o 

rt 

M-.^ 
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fe  <u 
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1918 

1919 

Mi—, 

Acres 

Acres. 

!  o-* 

JO-C 

>  o  C 


% 


Cucumber. 

Muskmelon. 

Watermelon. 

Pepper. 

9  Good 
132  Fair 

+ 

New   York 

309 

91 

7 

15 

Poor 

8,534 

4,105 

Fair 

+ 

60 
5 

35 
3 

Poor 

167 

130 

Good 

— 

5 
154 

12 

440 
20 

Fair 
Fair 
Fair 

409 
1,203 

122 

1.057 

15 

Fair 
Fair 
Poor 

+ 
+ 

73 

757 

2,240 

235 

6 

Poor 

Poof 
Fair 
Poor 
Good 

f 

1,256 
49 

87 

36 
800 
123 

15 

Fair 

Fair     + 
Fair     — 
Good  — 

2,759 
59 
68 

35 

74 

267 

35 

136 

11 

Good 

Fair 

Fair 

+ 

92 

247 

25 

6 

Other     States 

3,053 

3,582 

Fair 

1,558 

1,461 

Fair 

10,522 

5,481 

Fair 

+ 

715 

160 

Fair     4- 

California 


United  States 


Lettuce. 

2,276 

2,283 

Fair 

2,276 

2,283 

Fair 

Parsley. 


155 

155 


146 


146 


Fair     + 


Fair 


Celery. 

175 

135|Fair     — 

175 

135  Fair     — 

Salsify. 


123 


123 


205 


205 


Good 


Good 


Onion  Seed. 

Onion  Sets. 

Tu 

rnirj — En 

jlish. 

Turnip — Swede. 

48 

53 

Good 

59 
164 

75 
162 

Fair 
Foor    + 

17 

19 

Poor 

38 

Poor 

24 

Fair 

34 

15 

70 

38 
30 
37 

46 

Fair 

Good 

Good 

Good 

3,041 

2,820 
93 

Fair 
Fair 

Ohio    

80 

53 
20 
21 
26 
64 

Fair 

Good  — 
Fair 

Good   + 
Good  — 

35 

18 

109 

61 

6 

7 

30 

13 

6,446 

9 

Good  — 

Good 
Fair 
Good 
Good  — 
Good 

30 
60 

6,882 
33 

353 

757 

Fair 

227 

168 

Fair 

150 

30 

Good 

California     

107 
83 

177 
45 

Failure-} 
Good  — 

27 

11 

7 

Failure 
Fair     + 

Other  States    

37 

30 

Good  — 

7,233 

6,715 

Good  — 

3,470 

3,195 

Fair     + 

766 

1,240 

Fair     —1         271 

205 

Fair     — 

Delaware    . .  . 
Connecticut 
Pennsylvania 
New  Jersey   . 
Michigan    .  . . 

Ohio    

Indiana 

California   .. . 
Other  States 


United  States 


Tomato 


200 

200 

Poor 

40 

20 

Fair 

219 

119 

Fair 

1,455 

674 

Fair     + 

703 

373 

Fair     + 

522 

858 

Fair 

21 

600 

Good 

735 

745 

Good  — 

129 

8 

Good 

4,024 

3,597 

Good  — 

CRIMSON  CLOVER  SEED  SITUATION. 

From  reports  which  have  been  received  from  growers  and  shippers  in 
all  the  principal  crimson  clover  seed-producing  sections  revised  figures 
relative  to  production  and  requirements  have  been  compiled.  The  total 
production  is  now  estimated  to  be  about  2,400,000  pounds.  This  includes 
the  production  of  all  hulled  seed  produced  in  Tennessee,  Alabama,  North 
Carolina,  Delaware,  and  Maryland  but  it  does  not  include  115,000  pounds 
of  seed  in  the  chaff  reported  harvested  in  North  and  South  Carolina. 
Of  the  2,400,000  pounds  of  hulled  seed  produced  it  is  estimated  by  those 
reporting  that  865,000  pounds  will  be  required  for  planting  within  the 
counties  where  produced,  leaving  1,535,000  pounds  for  shipment  to 
counties   that   are   wholly   consuming  counties. 

About  75  per  cent  of  the  seed  has  been  threshed  and  less  than  25  per 
cent  of  that  that  has  been  threshed  or  about  18  per  cent  of  the  total 
quantity  produced  has  been  sold  by  the  farmers. 

There  has  been  a  sharp  decline  in  the  price  offered  by  dealers  during 
the  month  of  July.  A  few  shippers  are  reported  to  be  buying  seed  from 
farmers  at  $11.50  to.  $12.50  per  100  pounds,  basis  country-run,  while 
in  some  other  less  important  producing  counties  shippers  are  paying 
$14.00  to  $15.00  per  100  pounds.  Farmers  were  reluctant  to  sell  their 
seed  earlier  in  the  season  when  dealers  were  offering  $15.00  to  $16.00 
per  100  pounds  and  now  that  the  price  has  declined  practically  no  sales 
are  reported  except  where  the  farmer  finds  it  necessary  to  sell  in  order 
to   meet  current   financial   obligations. 

The  heavy  importation  of  crimson  clover  seed  during  June  and  July 
is  no  doubt  the  cause  of  the  decline  in  price.  During  the  month  of 
July  516,400  pounds  were  imported  as  compared  with  110,100  pounds 
during  July,  1918,  and  during  the  7.  months  ending  July  31,  1919, 
1,691,800  pounds  were  imported  compared  with  602,600  pounds  for  the 
same  period  in  1918.  Dealers  are  quoting  imported  crimson  clover  seed 
to  the  trade  at  $12.00  to  $12.50  per  100  pounds  C.  I.  F.  New  York 
and   Baltimore. 

Stocks  in  dealers  hands  on  June  30,  1919,  as  shown  by  returns  in 
the  general  seed  survey  are  1,264,600  pounds,  which  is  about  the  same 
as  that  reported  by  the  same  concerns  for  Tuly  1,  1918.  This  added  to 
516,400  pounds  imported  during  July  and  approximately  2,150,000  pounds 


Summary  of  Commercial   Acreage  and  Crop   Condition  of  Vegetable   Seed 
Crops. 


Kind   of   Seed. 


1919. 


Acres 
planted- 


Reported 

crop 
conditior 
June   30. 


1918. 


I  Reported 
Acres  crop 

planted,    condition 

I  June   30. 


1917.    I   1916. 


Acres      Acres 
planted  planted 


Beans — Dwarf   snap 

Beans — Garden  pole 

(not    incl.    Lima) 

Beet — Garden    

Beet — Mangel 

Beet — Sugar    


Cabbage  . 
Carrot   . .  . 
Celery 
Cucumber 
Kale    .... 


Lettuce   .... 
Muskmelon    . 
Watermelon 
Onion  seed 
Onion    sets 


Parsley 

Parsnip   

Peas — Garden 

Pepper    

Pumpkin 


Radish    

Salsify     

Spinach     

Squash — Summer 
Squash — Winter   . 

Sweet   corn    

Tomato  

Turnip — English 
Turnip — Swede  . . 


48,379 

7,957 

2,621 

621 

10,264 

1,973 
3,072 

135 
3,582 

106 

2,283 
1,461 
5,481 
6,715 
3,195 

146 

305 

105,018 

160 

1,136 

10,864 

205 

1,139 

1,153 

2,897 

13,938 

3,597 

1,240 

205 


Fair 

70,868 

Good 



6,297 

Good 

— 

2,748 

Good 

— 

418 

Fair 

6,014 

Good 

974 

Fair 

+ 

4,622 

Fair 

175 

Fair 

3,053 

Good 

— 

71 

Fair 

2,276 

Fair 

1,558 

Fair 

+ 

10,522 

Good 



7,233 

Fair 

+ 

3,470 

Fair 

+ 

155 

Good 

269 

Poor 

+ 

104,555 

Fair 

+ 

715 

Fair 

1,490 

Fair 

8,646 

Good 



123 

Fair 



3,942 

Fair 

916 

Fair 

+ 

2,539 

Good 



13,934 

Good 

_ 

4,024 

Fair 

— 

766 

Fair 

— 

271 

Good  — 

Good  — ■ 
Good  — 


Poor  - 

Good 

Fair     - 


Poor  + 


Fair 


Poor  + 
Fair 
Fair    — 
Good 


Poor  + 
Fair  '— 


Good  — 
Good  — 
Poor  + 


63,524 

4,029 

826 

20 

4,638 

737 

1,965 

84 

4,6.94 

18 

1,979 
1,827 
8,y2y 
3,782 
2,637 

109 

137 

110,129 

686 

1,512 

3,521 
131 

1,415 
836 

1,328 

12,975 

3,204 

24 

21 


63,581 

4,971 

342 

5 

5,655 

765 

1,039 

85 

4,397 

55 

1,723 
1,791 
6,249 
3,181 
2,478 

78 

90 

72,130 

432 

1,201 

2,631 

S2 

123 

1,068 

1,131 

14,420 
2,460 

54 
10 


still  in  farmers'  hands  on  July  1,  gives  a  total  available  supply  of  ap- 
proximately 3,900,000  pounds,  including  that  required  for  planting  in 
seed-producing  sections,  which  is  about  300,000  pounds  more  than  the 
total   available  supply   reported   at  this  time  last  year. 
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IMPORTS  OF  FORAGE  PLANT  SEEDS  PERMITTED 

ENTRY  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Under  the  Seed  Importation  Act. 

Compiled  by  the  Seed   Laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Kind  of  Seed. 


Alfalfa     „ 

Bluegrass  ■ 

Canada    

Kentucky     

Clover: 

Alsike    

Crimson    

Red    

White    

Clover  mixtures : 

White    and    alsike.. 

Alsike  and   timothy. 
Millet: 

Broom-corn    

Hungarian    

Mixtures: 

Grass     

Orchard  grass 

Rape    

Redtop     

Ryegrass : 

English    

Italian   . . .  .• 


Timothy 
Vetch : 
Hairy 
Spring 


Month   of  July. 


1919. 


Pounds. 


1,060,400 
33,600 


58,100 
516,400 
778,600 


225,400 


67,200 


22,400 
3,200 

3,700 
144.800 


1918. 


Tounds. 


22,400 
110,100 


151,600 


67,400 
4,500 


mos.'  ending 
July  31, 


1919. 


Pounds. 
1,754,100 

543,600 


3,451,500 

1,691,800 

1,701,900 

700 

25,400 
365,800 

225,400 
138,300 

100 
244,400 
406,300 

800 

436,500 
211,900 
105,500 

58,000 
397,300 


1918. 
Pounds. 
20,200 

1,028,000 
800 

'2,495,900 

602,600 

641,400 

1,700 


138,300 
1,365,200 

5,600 
'2,842*266 


1,159,300 

372,900 

22,300 

51,300 
117,600 


OUTLOOK  FOR  SEED  OATS  AND  RYE  IN  THE 

SOUTH. 

The  supply  of  local  grown  seed  oats  and  rye  in  the  South 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  States  is  reported  by  shippers  and  grow- 
ers to  be  25  to  50  per  cent  less  than  last  year.  The  shortage 
is  due  principally  to  continuous  rains  at  harvest  time,  which 
delayed  threshing  and  damaged  the  grain  in  shock  making 
it  unfit  for  seed  purposes.  Reports  from  several  counties 
in  southeastern  Alabama,  central  and  southwestern  Georgia, 
northeastern  Louisiana,  central  Mississippi,  and  in  North 
and  South  Carolina,  where  a  surplus  of  those  varieties  espe- 
cially adapted  to  these  sections  normally  is  produced,  indi- 
cate that  many  of  these  counties  will  have  to  ship  in  oats 
and  rye,  and  that  others  have  only  a  sufficient  quantity  to 
supply  their  own  planting  requirements  this  season. 

Reports  from  northeastern  Texas  indicate  that  there  is 
a  heavy  surplus  of  the  Texas  Red  Rust  Proof  variety  of 
oats  in  several  counties  in  that  section.  Also  a  few  scat- 
tered counties  in  other  Southern  States  report  a  small  sur- 
plus of  local  varieties  of  oats  and  rye.  In  the  following 
table  is  given  a  list  of  those  counties  reporting  a  surplus, 
comparison  of  the  surplus  this  season  with  that  of  1918, 
percentage  of  crop  still  in  growers'  hands,  price  being  paid 
to  growers,  quality  of  the  crop  for  seed,  and  the  varieties 
of  which  there  is  a  surplus. 
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Doll's. 

Seed   O 

ats. 

Ala. 
Ga. 

80 
50 

95 

75 

$1.25 
1.15 

Fair 
Fair 

Cook 

Texas  R.  P. 

Fulghum 

Miss. 

80 

75 

.90 

Good 

Texas  R.  P. 

Fulghum 

Miss. 
N.  C. 
Okla. 
Okla. 

S.  C. 

75 

100 

100 

1,000 

110 

100 
40 
80 
95 
95 

1.00 
.65 

.70 
1.00 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

Good 

Patterson 

Fulghum 

Texas  R.  P. 

Texas  R.  P. 

Darlington 

Appier 
Fulghum 

Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 

100 
185 
100 

too 

100 

90 
65 
80 
75 
50 

.75 

.70 
.70 

70 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 

Texas  R.  P. 

Texas  R.  P. 

Texas  R.  P. 

Texas  R.  P. 

Texas  R.  P 

.— 

Seed   1 

lye. 

Ga. 

75 

25 

$2.75 

Fair 

Abruzzi 

Black 

N.  C. 

100 

50 

1.85 

Good 

Black 

Darlington    

S.  C. 

75 

75 

2.45 

Good 

Abruzzi 

ALFALFA  SEED  OUTLOOK— EARLY  CROP. 

An  inquiry  was  made  about  July  20  to  determine,  if  pos- 
sible, what  would  be  the  production  of  alfalfa  seed  in  those 
States  which  normally  produce  the  first  alfalfa  seed  that 
comes  on  to  the  market.  Considerable  interest  has  been 
shown  by  dealers  throughout  the  United  States  in  the  new 
alfalfa  seed  crop  because  an  unprecedented  demand  for  al- 
falfa seed  in  many  sections  has  caused  dealers  stocks  to  be 
reduced  to  a  minimum  after  the  spring  sowing  season  was 
over.  According  to  the  incomplete  figures  from  concerns 
reporting  to  date,  in  the  recent  general  seed  survey  there 
were  only  3,959,281  pounds  of  alfalfa  seed  on  hand  on  June 
30,  1919,  as  compared  with  9,999,664  pounds  on  June  30. 
1918.  Many  dealers  will  have  to  rely  on  new-crop  seed  or 
imported  seed  to  meet  their  late  summer  and  early  fall 
demands  for  alfalfa  seed.  The  reports  received  from  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  Arizona  and  Oklahoma  are  summarized  as 
follows: 

Texas.  The  greater  part  of  the  alfalfa  seed  produced  in 
west  Texas  is  taken  from  the  second  cutting,  but  this  year 
continued  rains  prevented  the  setting  of  seed  and  most  of 
the  second  crop  has  been  cut  for  hay.  Where  it  was  left 
for  seed,  the  pods  were  poorly  filled,  and  although  at  the 
time  of  this  report  no  threshing  had  been  done,  it  is  thought 
that  the  production  will  be  only  25%  of  normal  and  40%  to 
50%  of  last  year.  With  favorable  weather,  however,  it  is 
possible  that  a  good  crop  of  seed  may  be  taken  from  the 
third  cutting.  The  seed  will  doubtless  be  of  poorer  quality 
because  of  the  rains.  Prices  of  $16.00  to  $17.50  per  100 
pounds  are  being  offered  to  growers,  and  some  contracts 
have  been  placed  at  the  latter  figure,  but  no  seed  has  moved 
yet.  Those'  who  have  not  contracted  their  seed  are  not 
selling  at  the  above  prices,  but  are  asking  around  $20.00. 
Threshing  will  begin  about  August  1. 

New  Mexico.  In  the  alfalfa  seed  producing  territory  of 
New  Mexico,  the  seed  is  usually  taken  from  the  second 
cutting,  but  excessive  rains  made  it  impossible  to  do  so 
this  year,  consequently  the  second  cutting  was  cut  for  hay 
and  what  seed  will  be  harvested  will  be  from  the  third 
cutting.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  estimate  the  production  or 
quality  of  seed  from  this  later  cutting,  but  as  hay  has  been 
selling  readily  at  high  prices,  it  is  thought  that  the  acreage 
left  for  seed  will  be  smaller  than  last  year,  possibly  running 
as  low  as  50  per  cent  in  some  sections,  but  with  normal 
precipitation  the  quality  will  compare  favorably  with  a 
normal  year.  It  is  reported  that  bids  of  from  $15.00  to 
$16.00  per  100  pounds  have  been  made  but  growers  are  not 
contracting  at  these  prices,  some  of  them  asking  $18.00  to 
$20.00.  No  threshing  has  been  done  yet,  and  seed  probably 
will  not  be  available  before  August  15,  consequently  these 
prices  are  nominal,  the  practice  of  many  of  the  growers 
being  to  wait  until  the  seed  is  threshed  and  accept  the  most 
advantageous  bids  obtaining  at  that  time. 

Oklahoma.  Reports  from  those  parts  of  Oklahoma  from 
which  the  early  alfalfa  seed  is  obtained  indicate  a  produc- 
tion of  about  80  per  cent  of  normal,  of  which  production, 
however,  but  a  very  small  portion  will  be  available  early 
in  the  season.  As  some  of  the  sections  which  produced  no 
seed  last  year  on  account  of  the  drouth  expect  to  produce 
nearly  a  normal  crop  this  year,  the  production  of  the  State 
as  a  whole  will  probably  be  about  90  per  cent  of  last  year. 
The  seed  crop  has  generally  been  deferred  one  cutting  on 
account  of  worms,  grasshoppers,  drouth,  or  excessive  rain- 
fall. The  estimate  of  production,  therefore,  may  be  changed 
considerably  in  the  near  future,  as  favorable  weather  may 
result  in  a  large  yield  from  the  later  cutting,  or  a  continu- 
ance of  the  adverse  conditions  may  decrease  the  present 
prospects.  The  acreage  cut  or  to  be  cut  for  seed  this  year 
has  been  decreased  from  that  harvested  for  seed  last  year, 
many  of  the  fields  being  plowed  up  and  many  of  those 
which  were  left  have  been  cut  for  hay,  the  demand  for  hay 
being  steady  at  high  prices.  In  only  a  few  counties  (in  the 
southwest  part  of  the  State)  has  any  threshing  been  done. 
The  quantity  of  seed  available  therefore  is  so  small  that 
prices  have  not  been  established.  A  few  reporters  state  that 
prices  of  $10.00  to  $13.00  per  100  pounds  have  been  offered 
for  country-run  seed,  but  that  very  few,-  if  any,  sales  have 
been  made,  the  growers  feeling  that  the  prices  should  be 
higher. 

Arizona.  The  bulk  of  the  alfalfa  seed,  produced  in  the 
Salt  River  valley  of  Arizona,  is  usually  obtained  from  the 
second  or  third  cutting,  and  it  will  be  from  this  cutting  that 
the  seed  crop  will  be  obtained  this  year.  The  1919  crop  in 
that  valley  is  reported  to  be  75  per  cent  short  of  normal, 
because  the  high  prices  paid  for  hay  have  induced  growers 
to  harvest  hay  crops  instead  of  a  seed  crop.  The  quality 
of  the  1919  seed  is  expected  to  be  equal  to  that  of  last 
year      Offers  of  $16.50  per  100  pounds  have  been  reported 
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but  growers  are  not  contracting  to  sell  their  crop  at  this 
price.  A  production  of  about  700,000  pounds  of  Chilean  and 
somewhat  more  than  1,000,000  pounds  of  Peruvian  alfalfa 
seed  are  reported  for  the  Yuma  project.  About  one-third 
of  the  1919  production  was  estimated  to  have  been  threshed 
by  August  2.  The  seed  which  has  been  threshed  appears 
to  be  of  excellent  quality.-  Offers  of  $26.00  to  $27.00  per 
100  pounds  are  reported:  to  have  been  made  to  growers  for 
Chilean  and  of  $32.00  to  $33.00  for  Peruvian. 


has  been  thought  that  they  would  be  of  considerable  value  for  compara- 
tive purposes  and  for  ready  reference  by  many  classes  of  users  and 
dealers  in  seed,  and  the  returns  show  this  information  to  rank  higher 
than  was  expected,  it  taking  second  place  even  with  wholesale  field  seed 
dealers  and  with  field  seed  growers,  and  first  place  with  retail  seed 
dealers.  .     ■  ;  . 

Altogether  it  is  thought  that  any  one  who  is  interested  in  seed  market- 
ing information  and  in  the  presentation  and  relative  value  of  such  infor- 
mation will  find  it  worth  while  to  give  a  careful  study  to  the  table 
presented  here. 

Tabulation  of  Replies  to  Seed  Reporter  Inquiry. 


REPORT  OF  SEED  REPORTER  INQUIRY 

A  Compilation  of  Returns  From   Readers  of  the   Seed   Reporter  Indicating 

Extent   of    Utilization    and    Interest   and    the    Relative    Value    of   the 

Various  Kinds  of  Information  Published  in  the  Seed  Reporter. 

In  the  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  for  July  12,  1919,  attention  was 
called  to  the  necessity  for  a  reorganization  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service 
because  of  reduced  appropriation  Tor  fPus"  work/  It  was  also  noted  that 
inasmuch  as  the  Seed  Reporter' had  .  been  issued  for  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  for  the  public  to  have  an  opportunity  to  determine  its  usefulness, 
it  was  our  desire  in  the  reorganization  of  the  service  to  confer  with  the 
public  and  to  conform  our  policies. in.  so  far.-.as  possible  to.  its.  sugges.-.. 
tions.  In  order  to  obtain  this  information  an  inquiry  was  sent  out  to  a 
large  percentage  of  those  who  were  on  the  mailing  lists  to  receive  the 
Seed  Reporter  regularly.  It  was  thought  by  this  means  to  obtain  infor- 
mation and  suggestions  that  would  be  of  great  value  in.  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  service.  The  schedule  used  in  the  inquiry  was  mailed  to 
all  seed  dealers  and  seed  growers  on  the  mailing  lists  of  the  Seed 
Reporting  Service  and  to  many  of  the  Agricultural  Institution  workers, 
consumers,   and  others  on   the  lists. 

A  compilation  of  the  returns  from  this  inquiry  indicates  that  the" 
information  contained  in  them  would  be  of  considerable  interest  and 
value  to  the  readers  of  the  Seed  Reporter  in  making  clear  to  them  the 
manner  and  extent  of  the  use  of  the  information  included.  Therefore, 
a  tabulation  of  the  returns  is  presented  here,  with  the  thought  that  those 
who  already  have  made  use  of  the  Seed  'Reporter  in  any  way,  as  well 
as  those  who  have  not,  may  see  to  what  extent  others  have  used  it  and 
to  what  extent  certain  kinds  of  information  have  appeared  to  be  of 
value  to  other  readers.^ 

Because  of  the  varying  interests  of  the  several  classes  of  seed  dealers, 
seed  growers,  and  seed  consumers,  it  was  thought  best  to  group  the 
returns  as  nearly  as  possible  according  to  such  interests.  It  is  recog- 
nized that  it  is  impossible  in  all  cases  to  segregate  definitely  the  readers 
"according  to  these  groups ;  for  example,  many  wholesale  seed  dealers 
may  also  be  mail-order  and  retail  dealers,  and  field  seed  dealers  also 
may  be  vegetable  seed  dealers.  An  effort,  however,  was  made  to  group 
them  according  to  their  principal  interest.  In  most  cases  those  who 
indicated  they  were  wholesale  field  seed  dealers  were  placed  in  that 
group  even  though  they  were  also  mail-order  and  retail  seed  dealers,  or 
dealers  of  both  field  and  vegetable  seed.  Because  of  the  similar  interest 
of  wholesale  and  mail-order  dealers  in  both  field  and  vegetable  seed,  and 
the  fact  that  these  overlapped  to  a'  very  large  extent  they  are  included 
in   one   group. 

About  2,500  schedules  had  been  returned  at  the  time  of  this  compila- 
tion. O'f  these  a  total  of  2,157  were  in  satisfactory  form  for  tabulation. 
The  remaining  number  not  tabulated  indicated  that  they  had  not  read 
the  Seed  Reporter,  and  therefore  could  not  answer  the  inquirv  or  did 
not  present  the  information  in  a  form  that  could  be  tabulated.  As  a 
whole,  the  returns  were  more  than  satisfactory  and  far  exceeded  the 
expectation  of  those  engaged  in  the  service  both  as  to  number  and  char- 
acter of  returns.  The  percentage  that  indicated  that  they  used  the 
information  or  considered  it  of  interest  or  value  was  very  high,  and  the 
percentage  that  indicated  a  detrimental  reaction  or  any  kind  of  injury  to 
their  interest  or  business  was  very  low,  being  approximately  only  1  per 
cent  of  the  returns  from  all  sources.  The  38  per  cent  who  indicated 
that  it  was  not  in  any  way  detrimental  to  their  interest  simply  represent 
those  who  answered  this  nuestion  in  the  negative.  The  question  was  so 
worded,  however,  that  it  did  not  demand  this  kind  of  an  answer  so  it  is 
assumed  that  no  detrimental^  effects  were  felt  by  any  of  the  99  per  cent 
who  did   not   indicate   a   detriment. 

Some  of  the  most  interesting  information  was  given  on  the  relative 
value  or  order  of  importance  of  the  twelve  kinds  of  information  cited. 
The  percentage  figures  given  for  each  kind  of  information  for  each 
group  of  readers  was  obtained  by  giving  consideration  to  both  the  num- 
ber who  indicated  such  information  to  be  of  value  and  also  to  the  relative 
order  of  the  value  assigned  to  such  information.  Equal  consideration 
was  given  to  each  of  these  factors  and  it  is  thought  that  the  percentage 
figures  give  a  fair  representation.  Within  each  group  the  kind  of  in- 
formation indicated  as  having  greatest  value  was  assigned  100  per  cent. 
It  is  apparent  from  all  of  the  information  received  that  the  outlook 
for  seed  production  of  the  various  kinds  of  seed  crops  is  the  most  pop- 
ular, the  outlook  for  seed  production  of  grasses,  clovers,  millets,  sor- 
ghums, soy  beans  and  cowpeas  taking  first  place  with  wholesale  seed 
dealers  and  field  seed  growers  and  the  outlook  on  vegetable  seed  taking 
first  place  with  wholesale  vegetable  seed  dealers  and  vegetable  seed 
growers.  With  the  wholesale  and  mail-order  dealers  handling  both  field 
and  vegetable  seed,  these  two  are  about  on  a  par.  The  prevailing  whole- 
sale and  retail  prices  of  field  seeds  monthly  by  geographical  divisions 
occupies  a  verv  close  second  place  for  ultimate  position,  and  ranks  first 
with  retail   seed  dealers,  which   is  a  natural  result. 

It  is  thought  that  the  expressions  of  those  answering   this  inquiry  were 
not  biased  to  any  great  extent   except  possibly   in   their  answers   to   items 
(c)    and    (d)    covering   commercial    stocks   and   receipts.      Two    factors   de- 
serve  consideration   here    in    analyzing   the   figures   for   these_  items.      One 
is  that  manv  of  the  dealers   who  do  not  have  a   comprehensive   system   of 
stock- records   have    reported    that    it   was    somewhat   difficult    to    eive    the 
information  required,   and   those  who  have   their  records  in   suitable   shape 
have   not   in    some    cases   wished   to   give   this   information    to    the    Bureau 
of  Markets   even   though   thev   knew   it   was   kept   strictly   confidential   and 
was   not   furnished   to   the  public   in   such  a   way   as   to   reveal   its  identity. 
The  other  factor  is  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  readers  have  not  given 
time   and   thought   to   analyze   the  figures   of   stocks   and   receipts   and   get 
the    most    value    from,   their. use.      This    has    been    plainly    illustrated    by 
verbal    interviews    with   various   kinds   of   seed   dealers.      After   such   inter- 
views it  has  been  found  that  many  dealers  were  able  to  use  this  informa- 
tion in  their  business  to   a  much  greater  extent   than   they  had   thought 
that   it   could   be   used.  .  .  .  .._.'■ 

.  It  may  be  a  surprise  to  some  to  see  the  value  that  is  placed  on. the 
publication  of  prevailing  wholesale  and  retail  •  prices  monthlv  by  geo- 
graphical divisions.  In  a  monthly  publication  it  is  impossible  to  get 
these  figures   into  the  hands-of  the  readers  as  quickly  as  desired,. but  it 
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INCOMPLETE     REPORT     OF    FIELD     SEED  STOCKS  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


On  June  30,  1919,  the  last  of  the  series  of  the  general 
seed  surveys  conducted  under  authority  conferred  upon  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  Congress  in  the  Food  Produc- 
tion Act  was  made,  as  this  authority  was  terminated  on 
June  30.  There  is  presented  here  a  table  giving  a  compila- 
tion of  the  reports  received  to  date  for  the  items  included 
in  Section  3  of  the  schedule  used  in  this  survey.  Inasmuch 
as  the  seedsmen  were  allowed  until  July  10  to  mail  the 
schedules  to  this  office  and  in  a  few  cases  a  few  days  addi- 
tional were  granted  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  under 
authority  from  the  Secretary,  it  is  impossible  to  present  a 
complete  report  at  this  time.  Some  schedules  also  had  to 
be  returned  for  further  figures  or  corrections  of  figures  sub- 
mitted, which  caused  added  delay.     It  seems  desirable,  how- 


ever, to  publish  figures  from  reports  already  received,  and 
it  is  thought  that  in  most  cases  they  represent  nearly  the 
total,  and  for  practical  purposes  afford  an  accurate  com^ 
parison  of  the  stocks  on  hand  and  receipts  of  the  past 
two  years.  Columns  1  and  2  for  stocks  on  hand  and  col- 
umns 4  and  5  for  total  receipts  represent  the  totals  for  the 
concerns  whose  reports  have  already  been  tabulated  in  the 
survey  of  June  30,  1919.  Columns  3  and  6  give  the  complete 
figures  tabulated  from  the  survey  of  June  30,  1918.  A  com- 
parison of  columns  2  and  3,  and  of  columns  5  and  6  will 
indicate  approximately  the  degree  of  completeness  of  the 
incomplete  report  that  is  made  at  this  time.  It  is  expected 
that  the  tabulation  of  these  reports  in  their  completed  form 
will  be  presented  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter. 


INCOMPLETE  REPORT  OF  FIELD  SEED  STOCKS  AND  RECEIPTS  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES 

(Compiled   by   the    Bureau   of    Markets    Seed    Reporting   Service  from  the  General  Seed  Survey  of  June  30,  1919.) 


STOCK   ON    HAND. 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS. 

ITEM. 

Incomplete    report   of   survey 
of  June   30,    1919. 

Figures      pub- 
1  i  s  h  e  d      last 
year  from  sur- 
vey     of     June 
30,   1918. 

Incomplete   report   of   survey 
of   June   30,    1919. 

Figures      pub- 
1  i  s  h  e  d      last 
year  from  sur- 
vey     of     June 
30,   1918. 

June   30,    1919. 

June   30,   1918. 

June   30,   1918. 

12    months 

ending    June 

30,    1919. 

12  months 

ending   June 

30,   1918. 

12  months 

ending   June 

30,   1918. 

Name. 

No. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

CLOVERS: 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

16 
17 

18 
19 
20- 
21 
22 
23 

24 
25 
26 

28 

29 

1,701,268 
168,469 
311,806 

1,264,600 

819,342 

77,955 

19,874 

3,959,281 

52,358,992 

9,453,091 

225,821 

1,054,064 

12,917 

14,422 

447,349 

216.218 
203,597 

4,876,556 

2,422,865 

716,549 

244,738 

138.523 

1,506,397 

3,382,562 
746,146 
428,694 

114,121 

1.207,821 

3,608,462 
2,458,923 

744,931 
1,250,403 
1,133,050 

112,185 

17,216 
9,999,664 

71,927,504 

10,578.066 

1.007,972 

2,902,787 

38,926 

19,949 

854,898 

1,824,796 
398,467 

4,737,772 
1,704,601 
625,301 
136,056 
769,531 
826,460 

4,346,947 
3,348,806 
1,766,838 

390,549 

4,027,309 

4,177,647 
3,057,422 

845,861 
1,345,819 
1,217,976 

164,726 

21,077 
11,320,640 

80,744,706 

11,981,823 

1,066,230 

3,362,864 

45,732 

24,281 

831,779 

2,119,976 
529,899 

6,189,273 

2,055,171 

645,417 

201,700 

992,066 

1,169,996 

6,098,796 
5,256,044 
3,881,999 

669,780 

4.570,449 

76,681,019 

29,477,060 

2,780,608 

3,980,668 

10,184,707 

104,526 

374,756 

39,630,030 

199,806,488 

21,621,416 

5,533,393 

6,242,219 

127,809 

563,802 

683.632 

1,592,882 
1,007,592 

24,463,065 

12,921,397 

6,555,391 

2,208,645 

2,208.306 

12.032,298 

34.290.828 

10,529,169 

8,149,606 

5,798,881 
6.061,285 

83,309,172 

29,647,939 

3,269,015 

3,814,160 

5,511,250 

298,434 

379,355 

35,498,001 

168,571,871 

19,595,739 

6,070,375 

8,209,175 

131,229 

300,705 

1,610,532 

2.991,026 
'2,127,000 

27,358,742 

11,404,976 

5,279,678 

430,802 

2,278,724 

5,007,854 

25,368,027 
11,017,217 
10,836,765     ■ 

3,228,396 

16,156.889 

93,128,311 

34,936,072 

4,197,299 

4,090,246 

6.216,160 

511,023   • 

LESPEDEZA    

535,069 

ALFALFA   

44,750,630 

GRASSES: 

191,963,907 

Redtop 

21,737,032 

6,294,434 

10,462,678 

204,270 

334,840 

1,402,450 

VETCHES: 

4,684,974 

Hairv    Vetch    (Winter) 

2,497,650 

MILLETS: 

37,055,211 

15,242,976 

5,900,330 

493,198 

2,552,433 

8,112,393 

SORGO    OR   "CANE": 

35,562,600 

18,570,654 

19.812,420 

SUDAN    GRASS        

4,415,611 

18.817,322 

MEADOW  FESCUE  CROP— 1919. 

A  larger  quantity  of  meadow  fescue  seed  than  last  year 
has  been  harvested  this  year  due  to  a  greatly  increased  yield 
per  acre.  The  total  production  this  year  is  estimated  to  be 
about  15  carloads.  Most  of  this  production  was  confined  to 
a  fairly  compact  area  in  eastern  Kansas.  In  other  sections 
the  acreage  devoted  to  this  crop  was  small  and  scattered 
and  contributed  very  little  seed  this  year.  During  the 
last  four  years  the  meadow  fescue  fields  have  been  plowed 
up  and  sown  to  grain  crops.  Because  of  the  better  prices 
that  have  prevailed  this  year  and  the  better  demand  that 
is  anticipated  in  the  future  from  European  countries,  grow- 
ers and  dealers  believe  that  the  acreage  of  meadow  fescue 
will  be  increased  considerably  this  fall  and  next  spring  if 
soil  and  weather  conditions  are  favorable. 

The  acreage  in  the  important  seed-producing  section  of 
eastern  Kansas  which  normally  produces  75  per  cent  or 
more  of  the  meadow .  fescue  seed-crop  of  the  United  States 
is  estimated  to  have  been  about  50  per  cent  of  a  normal 
acreage  and  from  60  to  75  per  cent  of  the  1918  acreage, 
though  some  correspondents  indicate  that  the  acreage  this 
year  was  25  .per  cent  more  than  that  of  last  year. 

A  yield,  per  acre  of  125  to  1.50  per  cent  of  normal.and  150 
to  175  per  cent  of  last  year's  is  expected.  About  330  pounds 
of  seed  is  thought  to  be  the  average  yield  this  season. 

The   quality  of   the   seed   this   year   is   good,   being   fairly 


bright  in  color,  plump,  and  containing  less  cheat  and  other 
weed  seeds  than  usual.  The  seed  in  some  fields  which  were 
exposed  too  long  to  the  rain  will  be  somewhat  discolored. 

While  in  the  scattered  areas  much  of  the  seed  sold  early 
at  22  to  25  cents,  and  some  later  at  30  cents,  per  pound  of 
clean  ("pure")  seed,  it  is  believed  that  considerably  more 
than  one-half  of  the  1919  crop  is  still  owned  by  growers. 
The  price  offered  them  on  July  25  was  32  "cents  per  pound, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  or  not  this  record  price  will  in- 
duce them  to  dispose  of  their  seed. 


BERMUDA    ONION    SEED    IN    CALIFORNIA. 

The  acreage  planted  for  Bermuda  onion  seed  production 
in  the  Cochella  Valley  this  year  was  very  small  because  of 
the  low  yields  obtained  during  the  past  few  years.  A  num- 
ber of  small  fields  were  grown  independently  by  farmers  in 
the  Imperial  Valley.  This  seed  has  been  harvested  and  is 
now  being  offered  to  local  seed  dealers.  Thrips  and  sun- 
burn are  largely  responsible  for  a  small  yield  this  year. 
The  total  production  for  all  California  appears  to  be  only 
3,500  to  4,000  pounds.  Only  a  small  percentage  of  this  seed 
is  Crystal  White  Wax,  the  balance  being  Yellow  "Bermuda. 
Prices  being  asked  for  recleaned  seed  range  from  $2.00  to 
$3.00  per  pound.  No  locally  grown  Bermuda  onion  seed  has 
been  carried  over  from  last  season  by  dealers. 


